
U.S. Department of Justice 

United States Attorney 
Eastern District of California 

501 I Street, Suite 10-100 916/554-2700 
Sacramento, California 95814 Fax 916/554-2900 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Patty Pontello, 916-554-2706 
November 2, 2004 www.usdoj.gov/usao/cae/home 

MARIJUANA CULTIVATOR WHO CLAIMED MEDICINAL PURPOSES, 

AND WHO POSSESSED A SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN, 


RECEIVES EIGHTEEN MONTH SENTENCE 


SACRAMENTO--United States Attorney McGregor W. Scott announced today that 
ROBERT FRANKLIN WHITEAKER, 43, of San Francisco, was sentenced to a term of eighteen 
months in prison for cultivating marijuana, and possessing a sawed-off shotgun. WHITEAKER's 
then-wife, SHAWNA ROCHELLE WHITEAKER, 42, of Pacifica, was placed on probation for 
three years, and ordered to serve a six-month term of home detention for her role in concealing 
ROBERT WHITEAKER's illegal marijuana cultivation. 

This case was investigated by the Placer County Sheriff's Department with assistance 
from federal law enforcement. 

According to Assistant United States Attorney Kenneth J. Melikian, who is prosecuting 
the case, police served a search warrant at the WHITEAKERs' then-Rio Linda home on May 10, 
1999. Police found approximately 242 marijuana plants being grown at the residence. They also 
found a sawed-off shotgun, with a barrel of only twelve and one-half inches, under the mattress 
in the main bedroom. 

“As the United States Supreme Court unanimously held as recently as 2001, there is no 
‘medical’ exception to possessing and growing marijuana under federal law. The United States 
Attorney’s Office will continue to enforce federal law pertaining to marijuana in an appropriate 
manner,” stated United States Attorney Scott. 

In statements given to the police, the WHITEAKERs indicated that they were growing 
the 242 marijuana plants for their own medicinal purposes. Mr. Whiteaker possessed a current 
recommendation for the use of medical marijuana, while Mrs. Whiteaker's recommendation had 
expired. 

### 


